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Ancient-Future Evangelical Call 

Robert Webber has drafted a brief document issued as a clarion call to North American evangelicals on his well-known theme of the ancient-future church outlook. The document comprises succinct statements concerning the evangelical churches on six topics:

1. Primacy of Biblical Narrative
2. Church continuation of God's Narrative
3. Theological Reflection on God's Narrative
4. Worship as Telling and Enacting God's Narrative
5. Spiritual Formation -Embodiment of God's Narrative
6. Church's Embodied life in the world

The clarion call on each of these items identifies shortcomings discerned in cultural ineffectiveness, shallow application of the primary Biblical narratives, a dumbing down on worship and a lack of appreciation for the heritage and history of older Christian traditions.

While the document points to a number of issues that ought to be addressed, like many other things in Church circles it also suffers from eccentricities and omissions.

The document suffers somewhat from Amero-centrism. While the document is addressed to the North American church culture - and hence reflects its peculiarities - it does not involve a serious enough call for North American evangelicals to identify their cultural hubris (unless an American churchman conjures up an idea - it technically "doesn't exist" because North America is viewed as the centre of the world). Thus the call is rather tepid in urging them to broaden their horizons. They are not seriously challenged to learn from evangelicals in other cultures like Africa, Asia and Latin America (not to mention seriously evaluating themselves in light of other Protestant traditions globally).

The document appeals in a general way to the Missio Dei but fails to challenge evangelicals to admit to the incipient religious pluralism in North America and the urgent need for a shift in praxis and thought that embraces cross-cultural missions inside America.

Although the document calls for a prophetic voice about social justice questions, it is curiously silent on acknowledging the need for contextual missions to adherents of other faiths. Thus there is no recognition that a vast agenda is being overlooked - the unpaid bills of the church - that must be examined and acted on theologically, missionally, ethically, pastorally and apologetically as a result of the encounter with other faiths and new spiritualities inside America.
The document forms part of a major conference that is scheduled to convene in Illinois in early December 2006 where Webber will speak along with maverick pastor Brian Maclaren.

As in so many ways the document is on the side of the angels on many points and is high on scripture, worship and obedience; but its gaps and omissions also make the angels weep!

