The AEF Document as a Preaching Resource
By Brian McLaren
In my years as a pastor, I didn't use the lectionary. If I were starting again today, I might, at least for part of the year. I worked with a seasonal cycle that went like this:

Advent: The four Sundays of Advent would always be Christ-centered, focusing on the miracle of the Incarnation.

January: Internal church development - this would be the month I would address issues for our church in the year ahead - subjects like stewardship, for example.

February - March: This would be the time for an outreach-oriented series. As the days begin to get longer, we found this time a good season to encourage members to bring friends.

Lent: This would be another season to focus on Jesus and the gospels, leading up to Holy Week. We would always celebrate Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday. On the evening of Holy Saturday we would have a vigil which would involve a retelling of the whole Biblical story in word, art, and song.

Post-Easter: This would often be a church-oriented series - focusing on subjects like worship, discipleship, fellowship, and so on.

Summer: During the summer we would focus on the Biblical narrative.

One year we did the minor prophets, another year the Prison Epistles, another year Psalms, and another year, we did a survey of the whole Bible in about 8 weeks. We didn't just preach "verses" - we tried to locate the Biblical text in the whole Biblical narrative and more specifically in its "episode" of the biblical narrative. (My book "The Story We Find Ourselves In" grew out of this annual season of

preaching.)

Fall: We would do another outreach series or two, often "God in the Movies," where we would relate scenes from contemporary film to a Biblical theme.

I know that other leaders work with other schema - I'm certainly not arguing that this one was the best, but it was good for us over many years. I can easily imagine four ways the Call to an Ancient-Evangelical Future could have been helpful to me in sermon preparation and presentation - if it had been available during my 24 years in the pastorate.

1. I could have quoted relevant sections that emphasize the importance of the biblical narrative during our summer series, or during our Easter Vigil, or when highlighting the overarching narrative arc of Scripture during Advent or Lent.

2. In January or Post-Easter, I could have used the AEF document itself as a framework for a series of sermons. I could have linked to the document from our church website, and included relevant quotes in the sermon notes (for us, projected on screen). The sermons could have been about the contemporary church, or the church facing the future, or the church remembering its past.

3. The "critique" sections of the document - which quite sharply name some of the most significant weaknesses of the contemporary Christian community in the U.S. - could have been handy "zingers" to include at points in any sermon where I felt it appropriate to be prophetic.

4. There are wonderful sections of the document that call us to unity, to bridge over our divisions and sectarian attitudes. These sections could have been useful when introducing a guest speaker from another denomination or tradition in the church, or when emphasizing a facet of the faith that what were to us "foreign" traditions had a lot to offer.

I'm sure there could have been many other ways of using the AEF Call, but maybe these will stimulate your imagination, and maybe others can share how the Call has been a resource in their preaching.
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