The Call and Ministry to the Urban Poor

By Dr. Don Davis 
The years of working with urban churches and training leaders for urban mission make the issues covered in The Call of central importance to us here.  As one who has spent much time reflecting on these theological questions, and then seeking to contextualize them in the context of urban mission, I tell you I believe that The Call has great significance for those equipping urban Christian leaders, as well as empowering church planting movements among the unreached urban poor.  My respect for Bob has only grown since my days in Wheaton Graduate School, and the work that you, he, and others did on the call is simply superlative and germinal, especially since I hope to create a solid cache of materials and events here that intersect with the themes and appeals of The Call.

The need to contextualize this is great, for, in a very real sense The Call allows for us to think creatively in how we may both rediscover the importance of tradition for renewed urban spirituality and churchmanship, as well as reawaken the power of ancient Christian belief and practice for postmodern urban poor cultures.  Over the next months I will begin to explore ways in which we can integrate in our discussions, forums, courses, and events the appeals of The Call, as well as engage in dialogue on supportive materials and books.  My desire is to find tangible, concrete ways in which I can make the claims and appeals of The Call real in urban poor environments; honestly, the issues addressed in The Call have serious ramifications not only for a renewed vitalized Evangelicalism, but a real and developing urban poor missional identity.  We will explore ways to make this happen, and I look forward to finding concrete ways we can make this work.
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2 Cor. 3:17 (ESV) "where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom"
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